ated midway between east and west, afforded Intro-
a wide survey of the whole field. The moment
was one of grave suspense in the Republic itself.
If a mature man like Languet could conceive the
possibility of the Turks becoming masters of the
Mediterranean, it is not remarkable if Sidney,
with the impressionability of youth in its first
contadl with the larger affairs of life, tended to
magnify the immediate danger of all Italy fall-
ing prey to the Moslem. It is a curious reflection
of his that, in this event, the Turks would be
the principal sufferers, as the vices of the Italians
would corrupt the conquerors, and so compass
their downfall Thus Italy, in Sidney's vision,
would prove none other than that legendary
princess, nourished on poisons until she herself
became poisonous, whom the Indian queen sent
as a Greek gift to Alexander. Though often boy-
ish and crude, Sidney's comments on contempo-
rary events are always interesting through what
they reveal of the workings of his mined in this
formative period- Naturally, the situation in the
Low Countries claimed a great share of his at-
tention. So far England had kept aloof from
any acftive encouragement of the Flemish rebels,
though, as Languet adroitly pointed out, if Spain
succeeded in subjugating these, she would at
once turn her victorious arms against Britain. Sid-
ney must have chafed under these reflections
upon the supineness of his country's statecraft,
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